Autism Ontario Updates
June 2025


APPLY NOW! David Conforti Reach for the Stars Award. In order to recognize the importance that volunteering had on David’s life, and to further encourage and recognize volunteerism with community impact among other people with autism, his family, together with Autism Ontario, created The David Conforti - Reach for the Stars Award as a lasting tribute and in memory of David Conforti’s life. Applications will be accepted online only between May 1 – June 30, 2025. https://www.autismontario.com/DavidConforti 
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Understanding Special Education: Workshop for Caregivers of Autistic Learners.  Are you new to special education in Ontario? Not sure about where to start? This 90-minute live session will share information and tools to help you support your child’s learning needs.  You will learn about how schools support autistic students, the different options available, and how to work with the school team to help your child succeed. June 4, 2025, from 12:00 PM to 1:30 PM

NEW Signature Series Webinar: Sensory Strategies that Support Participation in Daily Routines at Home with Moira Peña. Join us for our next Signature Series webinar with Occupational Therapist Moira Peña and moderator Matt Ley to explore how sensory processing impacts daily routines — and what caregivers can do to help. You’ll learn practical, sensory-based strategies using the BEST approach (Body, Emotional, Sensory, Thinking) that you can start using right away to support dressing, eating, transitions, and more.  June 5, 2025, from 12:00 PM to 1:00 PM

Autism Ontario Presents: Exploring Autism.  This information session aims to introduce autism and neurodiversity. We will discuss autism and neurodiversity, the features of autism, and provide information on how autistic people may perceive and interact with their environment. We will also discuss how you can be an autistic ally, offering practical tips and strategies on how to create an inclusive environment and support autistic people in your home, school, or community.  June 17, 2025, from 12:00 PM to 1:00 PM

NEW Videos:
Sensory-Friendly Misconceptions: It’s Not Just for Kids. This video challenges misconceptions about sensory-friendly spaces and explains why these environments are important for creating welcoming, accessible communities for autistic people, neurodivergent individuals, and more. https://youtu.be/k_uJLB6ZTW0

How to Prepare for the ODSP Application | Tips for Autistic Adults & Caregivers. Are you applying for the Ontario Disability Support Program (ODSP) for yourself or your autistic child? This video explains how to prepare for the ODSP application:https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K6ZetO3j4ks  
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